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Is Love Merely A Social Construct?

Synthesis Essay

Assignment Overview

☺ Love is a many splendor thing, but is it merely a social construct?  If we get Wiki with it, love is any of a number of emotions and experiences related to a sense of strong affection. The word love can refer to a variety of different feelings, states, and attitudes, ranging from generic pleasure ("I loved that meal") to intense interpersonal attraction ("I love my girlfriend"). This diversity of meanings, combined with the complexity of the feelings involved, makes love unusually difficult to consistently define, even compared to other emotional states.

As an abstract concept, love usually refers to a deep, ineffable feeling of tenderly caring for another person. Even this limited conception of love, however, encompasses a wealth of different feelings, from the passionate desire and intimacy of romantic love to the nonsexual emotional closeness of familial and platonic love to the profound oneness or devotion of religious love. Love in its various forms acts as a major facilitator of interpersonal relationships and, owing to its central psychological importance, is one of the most common themes in the creative arts.  Nonetheless, however we define love and its origins, our original question still begs an answer: Is love merely a social construct?  For this essay, here’s what you need to do:

□ Write a synthesis essay that resolves our essential question and 
synthesizes these three resources



√ The film Lars & the Real Girl



√ Your 3 supplementary articles



√ Personal experience (if relevant)
