Go Ask Alice
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Essential Questions:

1) What is innocence?

a. If it is merely the lack of experience, does the phrase “lost his/her innocence” always connote a bad thing?

2) How much does it take until you realize what you are doing is wrong?  When is it enough?

3) What becomes of the Round pegs trying to fit into square holes?

Individual Tasks
· Reader Response:

Joan Didion once said, “I write entirely to find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means. What I want and what I fear.” Every section you will read will be followed by a journal writing.  Your journals will contain an analysis and critique of the text.  Your goal is to respond and reflect in a personal way.  I do not want to read, “This story sucks,” or “I really enjoyed this book.”
· Critical Thinking Question:

Why is it that we can pour our hearts and minds out onto paper to a non-living entity, but when it comes to talking to real people, we fear being open and honest?

· Vocabulary Practice:
You will come in with a different vocabulary word written on a note card.  The note card will include: the word, the definition, and the word in a sentence with some context clues alluding to its meaning.  During the preceding class you will have a vocabulary word (that was talked about in the previous class) and words that are in the definition.  Your job as a group will be to put the words in the correct order to form the definition of the sentence.
· Step into her Shoes:
What if one day you where sitting in lunch with your friends and the anonymous author came up to you.  She begins to tell you what happened the night of Shelia’s party as a means to rid her conscience.  What do you say to her?  As a peer encountering the same peer pressure driven decisions everyday, what counsel would you give her and why?  Remember you are speaking to her in the first person, so be authentic not contrived.  (Use the right voice and/or tone)
· The Un-Book Book Report:
You will demonstrate your understanding of the book using any medium.  Your only limitation is your imagination.  Make sure it is school appropriate.
· Watch Freedom Writers:

Discuss socio-economic status/home life.  Comparison/contrast with Go Ask Alice. Similarities and Differences
· Essential Question Essay/ Discussion/ Entrance & Exit Ticket:

Upon entering the classroom you will receive a note card. Your task is to choose one of the three essential questions, which you will then have to give three examples from the book Go Ask Alice.  After a given time you will engage in a class discussion.  After the discussion you will create an essential question essay.  Your job is to take those three examples and put them into a discussion essay based on the essential question.
· Critical Lense Essay:

“I write entirely to find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means. What I want and what I fear.” - Joan Didion

Your task is to write critical essay based on the reading of Go Ask Alice, by an anonymous author and your viewing of Freedom Writers, directed by Richard LaGravenese.  You must interpret the quote given but not simply restating its meaning, then agree or disagree with it and give supporting details.  In your essay you will use examples from the book and the movie to support your opinion.
Ice breaker activity

M&Ms or Skittles
Give each teen a small package of M&Ms or Skittles and instruct them they can eat all but one color. They must then answer the question coded with the color of the candy they saved: (Make up your own questions or use the following)
Red: What is your favorite book and why?
Orange: What was the last movie you watched and how was it?
Yellow: Who is your favorite musical group and which of their songs is your favorite?
Green: Do you have a collection? What is it and how old were you when you started it?
Blue: Which foreign country would you like to visit and why?
Brown: What is the best vacation you've ever been on?
