Contemporary Literature

Critical Stance Essay

Essay Planning Sheet 
Directions: Complete this sheet to aid in structuring the arguments of your final essay. This will follow the “Claim-Evidence-Interpretation” model. As you compile ideas for your three arguments, always keep your thesis statement in mind!
Thesis (a specific, arguable statement that you will need to prove, much like a lawyer proves his case):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Argument #1:  Full written completion of Argument 1 will be 2-4 paragraphs.
· In 2-3 sentences, construct a statement that supports (argues for) your thesis.
(Claim)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Provide evidence from your research/novel (Article-Text sheet) that clearly and strongly supports the above statement. You should use exact quotes and/or paraphrased material. 

(Evidence)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Source ________________________________________________________  Page# _________
· In 2-3 sentences, tie the above evidence back to your original thesis. In other words, discuss the importance/significance of your evidence in relation to the paper’s purpose.


(Interpretation)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Argument #2:  Full written completion of Argument 2 will be 2-4 paragraphs.

· In 2-3 sentences, construct a 2nd statement that supports (argues for) your thesis.
(Claim)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Provide evidence from your research/novel (Article-Text sheet) that clearly and strongly supports the above statement. You should use exact quotes and/or paraphrased material.

(Evidence)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source ________________________________________________________  Page# _________
· In 2-3 sentences, tie the above evidence back to your original thesis. In other words, discuss the importance/significance of your evidence in relation to the paper’s purpose.

(Interpretation)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Argument #3:  Full written completion of Argument 3 will be 2-4 paragraphs.

· In 2-3 sentences, construct a 3rd statement that supports (argues for) your thesis.

(Claim)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Provide evidence from your research/novel (Article-Text sheet) that clearly and strongly supports the above statement. You should use exact quotes and/or paraphrased material.

(Evidence)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source ________________________________________________________  Page# _________
· In 2-3 sentences, tie the above evidence back to your original thesis. In other words, discuss the importance/significance of your evidence in relation to the paper’s purpose.

(Interpretation)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion: (Now, tie together all of your arguments without presenting any brand new information – final thoughts that prove your thesis true):


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Remember, these are notes outlining your essay.  The final paper must be 4-5 double spaced pages, plus a works cited page.*
