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[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:_VTF2k8QOMROWM:http://jackasscritics.com/images/movies/hamlet_1990_01.jpg] Hamlet: Prince of Denmark, son of Queen Gertrude and the late King Hamlet.  He is believed to be mad following the death of his father.  He is greatly disturbed by the hasty marriage of his mother to his uncle especially since he considers the relationship to be incestuous.  The ghost of his dead father tells him that he was murdered by his brother Claudius and asks him to avenge his death. 

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:E0VaEGKvP4cVfM:http://jrobertking.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/hamlet-ghost1.jpg] The Ghost: The late King Hamlet, doomed to walk the earth by night.  He appears to his son to ask that his murder be avenged.
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:nPQrDwLYvRIJMM:http://jessetalks.files.wordpress.com/2008/12/gertpolonius.jpg] Queen Gertrude: Mother of Prince Hamlet, widow of King Hamlet.  She is now married to the brother of her late husband who has assumed the throne.

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:6MJSFWnuPPPuyM:http://static.tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pub/images/bk_crowncardTheKing_en_01.png] King Claudius: Brother of the late King Hamlet.  He murdered his brother in order to gain his throne.  He has also married his sister-in-law.  Claudius becomes quite disturbed by Hamlet's madness and when it becomes apparent that he knows of his crime, Claudius plots repeatedly to have him killed.

[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:rPQ8MUfZ8_8l4M:http://webpages.maine207.org/south/departments/lrc/ophelia.jpg] Ophelia: Daughter of Polonius and love interest of Hamlet.  When Hamlet rejects her and eventually kills her father, Ophelia goes mad.  She drowns herself in this state.  Her death is used by Claudius to enlist the help of her brother in the murder of Hamlet.

[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:QHdM7tfvdW6vGM:http://www.basilrathbone.net/theater/orsino.jpg] Laertes: Son of Polonius and brother of Ophelia.  He is sent to France but returns seeking vengeance after the murder of his father.  Following the suicide of his sister Ophelia, he challenges Hamlet to a duel.  He has agreed to treat his sword with poison so as to ensure the death of the Prince.  He is poisoned by his own sword and confesses Claudius' plan to Hamlet as he is dying. 

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:YEnpKYwe2oXe-M:http://www.oregonlink.com/elsinore/images/polonius.jpg] Polonius: Father of Laertes and Ophelia.  Advisor to King Claudius. He believes that Hamlet's madness is caused by his love for Ophelia which he has ordered her not to requite.  He is accidentally murdered by Hamlet who has mistaken the eavesdropper concealed by a curtain to be Claudius.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:VCgV2-xD5PJIQM:http://inacentaur.com/hamletblog/wp-content/uploads/2007/11/horatio.png] Horatio: Friend and confidant of Hamlet.  Hamlet shares with Horatio all of his experiences and misgivings in the situation involving his father.  Horatio is left alive at the end to tell of the events leading to the deaths of Hamlet, Laertes, Claudius, and Gertrude.
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:E0CRsHJGYrOTBM:http://jessetalks.files.wordpress.com/2008/12/rosenguild.jpg]  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern: Childhood friends of Hamlet.  They are recruited by Claudius to first discover the cause of Hamlet's madness.  Eventually, their orders are changed to escort Hamlet to England where he is to be killed.  They are killed instead when Hamlet discovers the death order and changes it to apply to them.

[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:VcIlJE-EuZWH9M:http://www.specialentertainment.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/fortinbras-334x450.jpg] Fortinbras: Prince of Norway.  His father was conquered by King Hamlet and initially seeks revenge.  Ambassadors sent by Claudius are able pacify him.  Upon his death, Prince Hamlet names Fortinbras heir to the throne of Denmark.  
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These but the trappings and the suits of woe
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