Boy Gets Girl


Reader’s Response Journal 

Entry #2

Act One: Scene III & IV

Directions:

( Respond to 5 questions for this entry. Each response should be accompanied with at least 3-5 sentences of commentary and placed in your Readers Response Journal.  Please follow the suggested format.  

Scene Three

1. What do you suppose is running through Theresa’s mind when Tony says – “I told her that I only looked good because I was with you” (25)?  Base your response with textual support.

2. People who have been hurt often in relationships or have experienced enormous loss typically erect emotional barriers.  Based on what you know with regards to Theresa’s family, how might you support this idea?

3. If Dr. Phil were to listen to this conversational exchange at the restaurant, he’d probably tell Tony that good friends listen.  How is it that Tony isn’t truly “listening” to what Theresa is saying on pages 25-27?

4. With regards to Theresa’s characterization, how might she interpret Tony’s comment and how does the comment shape her view of him – “But what I don’t like are those women who are really strident about it.  I mean, this might be a generalization, and I know I shouldn’t make it, but it seems to me that some feminists really hate men” (27)?

5. Based on page 28, how are trust and rejection synonymous for Tony?

6. What is Theresa euphemistically stating when she retorts – “I’m fine.  I’m just tired” (28)?  Also consider what she euphemistically “pussy-foots” around on page 29.

7. Tony asks a legitimate question – “Is it because I didn’t know who Edith Wharton was?”(30).  But, is this the “real” reason?  Use a quote to help support your answer.

8. What is the significance of the word “if” in Tony’s following remark – “It was really nice to meet you you know?  I mean it.  I mean, even if things don’t work out.  It was nice to meet you” (31)?

Scene Four

9. If we could vicariously enter Theresa’s head, on pages 34-36 she is probably screaming – “Take a hint!!”  Why might she be feeling this way?  Base your response on contextual clues.

10. Does Tony have a legitimate point in asking the following question: “Well, you said you hadn’t dated anybody in a long time, and I was wondering, are you afraid of intimacy or something? (35)

11. Analyze and interpret what Tony is saying – “But you don’t, because you’re too repressed or something to even let anybody near you.  So, it was my last shot, but I get what you’re saying” (36).

a. In this context, what does Tony mean by “repressed?”

b. According to Tony, what is Theresa really “saying?”

c. As far as Tony is concerned, is the window of opportunity open or shut for this relationship?  Explain

