Mr. Kuhn

11R English

Rush-Henrietta Senior High School

kkuhn@rhnet.org

Kristian_kuhn75@yahoo.com

Phone: 359-5200 ext. 1186

Boy Gets Girl


Unit Overview & Grade Breakdown 

Essential Questions

☺ Why is rejection so hard to swallow?

☺ To what extent is love merely self-indulgence?

☺Under what circumstances can -“Don’t ever call me again” – actually mean – “Hey, she’s actually talking to me”?

Individual Tasks


♦Reader’s Response Journal

 Keep a Reader’s Response Journal that characterizes your thoughts and reactions to the texts we will be reading throughout the unit.  Your responses should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the text.  Although you will receive a grade on your ten (10) best entries, all entries need to be completed.  You will be graded in accordance to the Reader’s Response Journal Rubric.  Please follow the format and guidelines that are listed in Mr. Kuhn’s examples. (100 points)

♦ Critical Lens Essay

In order to prepare you for the Regents Exam in June, we will write a critical lens essay using a past exam whereby you analyze two texts (Boy Gets Girl and another text), ground your thesis in the theme of the lens, use textual support from recall, and analyze relevant literary devices.  (100 points)

♦ Controlling Idea Essay

For this essay you will have the opportunity to explore any of our essential questions in more detail.  As with all essays of this nature, you will need to have a clear thesis statement that is argued and adhered to throughout the duration of your paper.  And yes, you’ll need plenty of textual support (100 points)


♦ End of Unit Exam

Upon completing the diary you will have an exam consisting of multiple choice and essay questions. The exam format will closely mirror the Regents (100 points)


♦ Word Slam & Vocabulary Builder

Boy Gets Girl, although not as complex as other texts we’ve read this year, contains a level of vocabulary that at times will baffle us due to its complexity.  I am requiring you to look up, define, and write an original sentence for each unfamiliar word.  Definitions and sentences should be placed in your literary terms notebook.  Periodic quizzes will be assigned to assess your understanding of these words.  I will model for you how to do “word slams” and you will be graded on your participation with this activity.  


♦ “The Daily” & Writing Workshop

Mark Twain once said, “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between the lightning and the lightning bug.”  This workshop is intended to help us commit the best words to paper.  Several of us have the tendency to place words on paper with the sole focus of cranking an assignment out as quickly as possible.  Good writing isn’t a race against the clock.  This workshop will focus on the following: dynamic language usage, avoidance of excessive “To Be” verbs and passive voice, sentence variation, organizational strategies, textual support, etc.  Graded assignments will fall under the category of the “Daily Points.”   And as always, “The Daily” will include things like quizzes, paper-passes, and other in-class activities intended to assess your understanding.  (100 points)


♦ A Movie, A Box of Popcorn, and Literary Terms

We’re going to blow the dust off of our Literary Terms Notebooks and take a slightly different approach this time.  Last time we used poetry to learn some literary terms, this time we’re using a movie (to be determined).  We’ll revisit some terms while learning a few more.  For example, we will study the film’s rising action, falling action, symbolism, motifs, etc. (100 points).


♦ Tangible Object Project

You will receive a list of 55 options and you will need to demonstrate your understanding of the text in a medium of your choosing.  (100 points)

