Multi-Genre Research Paper


Artifact Examples
Let’s say, for the sake of providing an example, that a student by the name of Trevor is fascinated by The Civil War and decided to focus on John Brown.  Since one of the points of multi-genre research is to merge factual research with the creativity and imagination of the researcher, he can demonstrate his understanding of John Brown and his impact on The Civil War through one of the following genre-artifacts that he will select and create:

Wills



Requisitions

Email Messages


Letters

Bumper Stickers

Campaign Speeches
Magazine Articles


Fairy Tales

Birth Announcements
Memos


Catalogs



Calendars

Myths


Horoscopes


Dialogs



Parodies

Membership Card

Newscasts


Magazine Cover


Obituaries

Questionnaires

Notes From Teacher
Advertisement


Book Cover

Song Lyric


Greeting Card

Post Card



TV Program

TV Commercial 

Telegram


Radio Show



Leases

Schedules


Shopping Lists

Contracts



Speeches

Editorials


News Release

Police Report


Prayers

Medical Report

Brochures


Bulletins



Manifesto

Diaries


Laboratory Report

Children’s Book


Maps

CD Liner


Surveys


Invitations



Pamphlets

Biographies


Graffiti


Baseball Card


Recipes

Bottle Labels

Resumes


Interviews



Tattoos

Dedications


Crossword Puzzles
Cartoon



Comic

Menus


Poems


Play




Eulogies

Advice Column

Diploma


Painting



Drawing

Sculpture


MySpace Page

Facebook



IM Message

Psychiatrist’s Report
Newspaper Feature
Wanted Poster


Webpage

☺ So, after Trevor has exhausted his research on John Brown and The Civil War, he has decided to write a song to capture this man’s indelible impact on this historical moment.  Several singer/songwriters such as the likes of Bob Dylan and The Honeydogs have written on the subject, but Trevor’s song takes a slightly more historical approach.  Here it is on the next page:
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☺ For all 5-7 genre-artifacts that you generate, you will need to submit a one page explanation of the artifact.  Here’s Trevor’s explanation:

Historians agree that John Brown played a major role in starting the Civil War. His role and actions prior to theCivil War, as an abolitionist, and the tactics he chose still make him a controversial figure today. He is sometimes heralded as a heroic martyr and a visionary and sometimes vilified as a madman and a terrorist; black scholars have consistently held the first viewpoint while those who apologize for black slavery have held the second; those belonging to neither category have held various views. While some writers, such as Bruce Olds, describe him as a monomaniacal zealot, others, such as Stephen B. Oates, regard him as "one of the most perceptive human beings of his generation." David S. Reynolds hails the man who "killed slavery, sparked the civil war, and seeded civil rights" and Richard Owen Boyer emphasizes that Brown was "an American who gave his life that millions of other Americans might be free." For Ken Chowder he is "at certain times, a great man", but also "the father of American terrorism." 

The legacy of Brown’s life has been captured in several songs and poems, most notably John Brown's Body (the original title of the Battle Hymn of the Republic), which became a Union marching song during the Civil War.  Much like Oates and Boyer, I view John Brown as a visionary martyr who used corresive tactics that were far beyond the thinking of his times.   In my chorus I say, “I'm a reasonable man, yeah I am,
And I understand the problem.  Sometimes you've got to take the world and hold it in your hand. And bring it to tomorrow.”  I truly think that John Brown brought the world to “tomorrow” – to days where slavery is abolished and to days where no man is enslaved.  As my song alludes to, Brown first gained attention when he led small groups of volunteers during the Bleeding Kansas crisis. Unlike most other Northerners, who still advocated peaceful resistance to the pro-slavery faction, Brown demanded violent action in response to Southern aggression. Dissatisfied with the pacifism encouraged by the organized abolitionist movement, he was quoted to have said "These men are all talk. What we need is action - action!"  During the Kansas campaign he killed five pro-slavery southerners in what became known as the Pottawatomie Massacre in May 1856, in response to the raid of the "free soil" city of Lawrence. Brown's most famous deed was the 1859 raid he led on the federal armory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (in modern-day West Virginia). During the raid, he seized the federal arsenal, killing seven people (including a free black) and injuring ten or so more. He intended to arm slaves with weapons from the arsenal, but the attack failed. Within 36 hours, each of Brown's men had fled or been killed or captured by local farmers, militiamen, and U.S. Marines led by Robert E. Lee. Brown's subsequent capture by federal forces, his trial for treason to the state of Virginia, and his execution by hanging in Charles Town, Virginia were an important part of the origins of the American Civil War, which followed sixteen months later.

When Brown was hanged after his attempt to start a slave rebellion in 1859, church bells rang, minute guns were fired, large memorial meetings took place throughout the North, and famous writers such as Emerson and Thoreau joined many Northerners in praising Brown.  It goes without saying that “The lord moved in mysterious ways” with regards to this particular historical event.
Requirements Continued …
☺ The genre-artifacts and written explanations must be your own work!!  It is not acceptable to simply cut and paste information into a template and call it your own.  The ideas you genereate must be a manifestion of your research and knowledge of the historical period and person you are studying

☺ Each artifact must be accompanyied with a works cited page.  Here is an example:
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☺ This is a big project so it stands to reason that you will need to manage your class time effectively.  I have broken up the project into bite size portions – certain components will be due on specified dates.  It’s really important that you meet these due dates otherwise the project can easily become overwhelming.  I will provide you with a calendar delineating due dates.  

John Brown


I can hear your cornstalks sigh,�Underneath your prairie sky.�Southern swamps have footsteps filled,�And hound dogs howl at freedom's will. 


Conscience drives us mad sometimes,�We tell our sons, if we die, we're gonna die.�So we start where we can�And hope it spreads across the land. 


Its not easy taking prisoners;�Harder yet is to convert them to your cause.�John Brown left his red brick engine house bound up in chains.�Leaving five men dead he said, "The good Lord was to blame." 


John Brown, your twenty sons,�Why don't you tell me what you've done?�You don't think you're men no more,�You're God's machines and holy wars. 


And by some strange irony,�That night you shot dead harmony,�The angry mob came into play,�The Lord moves in mysterious ways. 


Chorus 


I'm a reasonable man, yeah I am,�And I understand the problem.�Sometimes you've got to take the world�And hold it in your hand. 


And bring it to tomorrow, tomorrow. 


Freedom's just a silly word�That keeps us bound-up pretty good.�With peace of mind for tired hands.�Is a cold heart what the Lord demands? 


Don't be fooled by bravery,�We're all in chains of slavery.�John Brown, your twenty sons�Are dead now, face down in the mud. It's not easy taking prisoners;�Harder yet is to convert them to your cause.�John Brown left his red brick engine house bound up in chains.�Leaving five men dead....�Leaving five men dead he said....�Leaving five men dead he said, "The good Lord....�Leaving five men dead he said, "The good Lord was to blame." 











